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Report Title: Leith Waterworld (a) Progress on 
Community Bid and (b) Potential Sale of Leith 
Waterworld 
“1) Council notes“1) Council notes the progress on the Community Bid for Leith Waterworld detailed in report 

number 8.2(a) and thanks all members of the Working Group (comprising Splashback, 
elected members and officers) for their significant efforts. 

 
2) Council notes the bid for Leith Waterworld from A&G Property Group detailed in report 

number 8.2(b) in order to convert it to provide a high quality soft play leisure facility. 
 
3) Council notes that the potential purchaser is committed to satisfying any suspensive 

conditions and concluding the purchase of the property within 60 days of Council 
approval of the sale being given.  And, as paragraph 2.8 of report number 8.2(b) 
concludes, this means that the missives which will be put in place for the sale of the 
property will incorporate safeguards to ensure that the proposed leisure facility is created 
within a specific timescale.  The Council will thereafter rigorously monitor the agreed 
timescale. 

 
4) Council therefore reluctantly agrees to conclude further development of the Community 

Bid and: 
(a) to sell Leith Waterworld to A&G Property Group for £1m for the creation of a 

substantial soft play and leisure facility; 
(b) to include the Council’s interest as landlord in the long ground lease to Tesco over 

the adjoining store car park; and 
(c) to approve the sale in accordance with the terms set out in report number 8.2(b) 

and on such other terms and conditions as to be approved by the Finance and 
Budget Committee. 

(d) to ensure ongoing dialogue with A&G Property Group in order to maximise any 
community benefits that may accrue from their development, such as local 
employment opportunities and community access arrangements. 

 
5) Recognising Splashback’s commitment to make swimming accessible and affordable for 

children across the city, Council further agrees, in accordance with the earlier decision of 
31 January 2013, to proceed with the release of £125,000 from Corporate funds in the 
current 2013/14 financial year; these monies now to be ring-fenced to fund a ‘Culture & 
Sport-led programme’ of free swimming opportunities for primary aged children in 
Edinburgh, and other free swimming initiatives; and that the impact of these programmes 
will be monitored and assessed. 
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Moved by Councillor Richard Lewis 

Seconded by Councillor Norma Austin Hart 
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